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.{’%{HE objective of education
/ﬂ is to develop human life
jcomprehensively. It can be
¢ said elaborately that the ob-
® jective of education is to
form a constructive and virtuous
society showing respect to law and
judiciary system, being devoted to
society, being inclined to religion
and increasing social morality and
eradicating crime from society. A
constructive society needs knowl-
edgeable and skilled citizens. They
are expected to ensure the develop-
ment and prospect of society
through standard management and
diligence. They are also expected to
earn foreign currencies by increas-
ing export. In addition, they will
lead the country to be a prosperous
one, The education svstem has to be
rearranged to build such type of
citizens. The children will acquire
good command of Bangla, English
and of respective subjects follow-
ing the reformed curriculum and
syllabus, Thus, they will be able to
prepare themselves to face the chal-
lenge of ongoing reality. The refor-
mation of the principle of educa-
tion i.e. curriculum is the foremost
necessity to fulfil this objective.
Different medium of instruc-
tions are used in secondary and
higher secondary education in our
country. For instance: firstly, teach-
ing using only Bangla as a medium
of instruction: secondly, English as
a medium of instruction following
foreign national curriculum; third-
ly, English as a medium of instruc-
tion in English medium institu-
tions following foreign curriculum,
and fourthly, teaching Dhakhil as
well as Alim gives stress on Arabic
language. But considering real per-
spective, to build productive citi-
zens, we need to ensure that they
have a good command of Bangla
and English languages. At the same
time, subject-based knowledge, es-
pecially Mathematics, Science,
Business Administration and Com-
puter Science, is also necessary
while obtaining degrees at second-
ary and higher secondary levels.
But because of using different lan-
guages as medium of teaching at
secondaryv and higher secondary
levels. we cannot cope with the real-
ity and our secondary and higher
secondary education cannot reach
the international standard. Bangla
is our mother tongue, so we have to
acquire a good command of Bangla.
Since English is an international
language, we have to master Eng-
lish too. If we do not have a good
command of English language, we
will remain ignorant of the results
of research activities of the devel-
oped world. Besides, if learners’
proper foundation of English lan-
guage is not built at the secondary
and higher secondary levels, they
will have to face an adverse situa-
tion while pursuing higher educa-
tion. Because, the greater portion
of the knowledge achieved so far is
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contributed by the English-speak-
ing people. Naturally, this knowl-
edge has been kept in books written
in English language. So, learning
English is inevitable. In this age of
globalisation, English has to be
learnt to know the development ac-
tivities of human beings. In many
countries English language has oc-
cupied the second place after moth-
er language. Considering the im-
portance of English, guardians in
our country are naturally inclined
to educate their children through
English medium. However, there
are lots of weaknesses in the syl-
labus of English medium schools.
In the syllabus, importance is given
only on English language. As a re-
sult, the learners remain weak in
the contents of subjects. Being
weak in the contents of the sub-
jects, the learners, though they
have studied in English medium,
cannot get them admitted to med-
ical and engineering colleges.
Even, it becomes difficult for them
to get the chance of getting any
good subject at public universities.
So, not having got the opportunity
of studying higher education,
many of such learners are drop-
ping out. Studying in English medi-
um is very expensive. Only solvent
families can afford it. Those who
study in English medium cannot
acquire good conception of our so-
cial culture. As a result, some nega-
tive cultures creep into the mind of
those learners.

Bangla is the mother tongue of
all the people of Bangladesh. There
are only two languages in
Bangladesh, one is the mother
tongue Bangla and the other is the
international language English.
The problem highlighted here is
that achieving many things by
teaching with English as a medium
of instruction, it seems that we are
not achieving anything. Consider-
ing the importance of Bangla lan-
guage, it is a must to restructure
the education system.

In Bangladesh, the degrees in
SSC and HSC are conferred on stu-
dents after teaching them with
Bangla as a medium of instruction.
The students, who learnt through
this system of education, can ac-
quire thorough knowledge of the
contents of subjects. It may be said
that in respect of subject-based
knowledge, our students are very
near to the international standard.
The students, who study in Bangla
medium schools, remain very weak
in English. This is a negative side
of Bangla medium schools. But in
Bangladesh, though English is used
as a second language, the use of
English language is so common
that different local and foreign of-
fices use English language exten-
sively for carrying on their official
jobs. Besides, so far as the real ne-
cessity is concerned, only export-
ing commodities are not enough for
Bangladesh. In addition, we have to
export manpower to keep a hold of
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the facilities for earning foreign
currencies. The weakness in Eng-
lish language, however, hinders the
export of manpower. Bangladesh is
an import oriented country We
need to import many essential com-
modities, including medicine. So,
before importing, the price of items

belonging to different countries has.

to be assessed. Therefore, it is a
must to know English in order to
gain success in respect of import-
ing quality commodities in afford-
able prices. Likewise, there is no al-
ternative to learning English with
a view to exporting our products to
the international markets. More-
over, the knowledge of English lan-
guage helps increase our exports
and keep a hold of international
markets. It means that the English
syllabus of secondary and higher
secondary levels of Bangla medium
has to be restructured to eliminate
learners’ weakness in English. The
learners who obtain the Alim and
Dhakhil degrees, which are equiva-
lent to secondary and higher sec-
ondary levels, remain weak in
Bangla, English, and Mathematics
and in subject-based knowledge.
These educated fellows can neither
manage any good jobs, nor do any
profitable standard business. Most
of them become social burden. To
get rid of this social burden, the
Madrasa education syllabus has to
be restructured. The subjects
namely Bangla, English, Mathe-
matics, Science etc have to be incor-
porated properly in the syllabus. Fi-
nally, such a curriculum has to be
structured which is fit for fulfilling
the demand of job markets at home
and abroad. Eliminating these
shortcomings, a curriculum has to
be restructured in such a way that
learners can master their mother
tongue Bangla, international lan-
guage English and acquire differ-

ent subject-based knowledge. As

the first step of restructuring the
curriculum, an individual research
program has to be undertaken un-
der the proper guidance of IER (In-
stitute of Education and Research)
of Dhaka University. Through the
activities of this research project
the curriculum of secondary and
higher secondary levels has to be
restructured in such a way that it
fits the ongoing demand of society
and receives the social acceptance
as well. As a result, the learners of
secondary and higher secondary

_levels will be able to follow an ac-

ceptable general and common cur-
riculum for their studies. Only
then, the aims and objectives of the
new curriculum will be fulfilled. As
a result, the learners will acquire
necessary skills. So, they will not
be considered our social burden. In-

‘stead, they will be converted into

skilled manpower.
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